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NEW PROFESSORS

On October 22nd  ,  two  scholars of our Faculty were 

given  the  title  of  professor  by  the President  of  the 

Polish  Republic:  Maria Kapiszewska  from  the  De-

partment  of  General  Biochemistry  (received  her 

title  on  January  3�st  2008),  and  Józef Dulak  from 

the  Department  of  Medical  Biotechnology  (who  re-

ceived  his  title  on  February  29th  2008).  Both  lau-

reates were also appointed professors of Jagiellonian University by prof. Karol Musioł – the Rector  

of  the University. The  appointment  took place  on  January  27th,  during University’s  Senate  session. 

PHD THESES

8th  January  2008  Barbara Paugh,  „Regulation  of 

sphingosine kinase � and plasminogen activator in-

hibitor � in glioblastoma cells”, supervisors: Dr To-

masz Kordula (Wirginia Commonwealth University, 

Richmond, VA, USA) and prof. dr hab. Hanna Rokita.

4th March 2008  Magdalena Pukło, „Modulation of 

bacteriostatic  activity  of  cationic  antibacterial 

peptides by proteolytic enzymes of Porphyromo-

nas  gingivalis”,  supervisor:  prof.  Jan  Potempa.

4th  March  2008    Miłosz Gruca,  „Zymogenie  cha-

racter  of  secretory  proteinases  of  Staphylo-

coccus  aureus  (prostafopains)  and  their  sig-

nificance in pathogenesis of staphylococcal 

infections”.  ,  supervisor:  prof..  Jan  Potempa.

��th March 2008 Piotr Liguziński, „Theoretical in-

vestigations on control and regulation of oxidative 

phosphorylation  and  glycolysis  in  skeletal  musz-

le”  ,  supervisor:  dr  hab.  Bernard  Korzeniewski.  

�4th  March  2008  Małgorzata Kalemba-Drożdż, 

„Effect of metabolizm of 17β-estradiol on the 

level  of  lymphocyte  DNA  damage  of  pregnant 

women”  ,  supervisor:  prof.  Maria  Kapiszewska.

FROM THE DEAN

Here we present 

the first issue of 

bulletin  of  the 

Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and 

Biotechnology. In addition to the Annu-

al  Report,  published  yearly,  “Triplet” 

will  bring  more  current  news  about 

activities  and  events  at  our  Faculty. 

We  hope  that  this  new  formula  will 

be helpful and will find your approval.

Prof. K. Strzałka,  

Dean of the Faculty BBB, JU

AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS

Agnieszka Jaźwa, M.Sc. from Depart-

ment of Medical  Biochemistry  (phot.), 

was awarded (along with four other wo-

men) this year’s L’Oreal prize “Woman 

and  Science”.  The  prizes  were  3  PhD 

and  2  post-PhD  scholarships,  and  they 

were given for the application-oriented 

work in the field of medicine and bio-

logy.  The  ceremony  of  presenting  the 

laureates with  scholarships  took place 

on December 7th at Warsaw University. 

For  more  information,  please 

v i s i t : ( h t t p : / / w w w. u j . e d u .

p l / I R O / N E W S L E T / i n d e x . h t m l 

  During the conference of Academic 

Association of Biotechnology Students, 

held  between  23rd  and  25th  of  Novem-

ber 2007 in Łódź, the awards were 

given  to  students  of  Department  of 

Medical  Biotechnology:  :  Marcin  Krup-

ka (this years’ alumnus) – the 1st place 

for a spoken presentation,  and Milena 

Dubiel with Paweł Dominik  (4th  year) 

– the 3rd  place  for  a  spoken  presenta-

tion,    along  with  Monika  Maliszewska  

(3rd  year),  the    �st place  for  a  poster. 

During the Symposium of Young Naturalist in Zielona Góra  

(�3th – 14th  of  October  2007) 

Krzysztof  Szade  (3rd  year)  was 

awarded  the  prize  for  the  most 

interesting  presentation  ba-

sed  on  one’s  own  research.

  „Sapere  Auso”  scholarships 

were given to Małgorzata Sokołow-

ska  (5th  year),    Klaudia  Skrzypek 

(5th year), Paweł Dominik (4th year)  

oraz Radosław Lach (5th year) The scholarships of the Minister 

of Science and Higher Education were awarded to Marta Fary-

na, Karolina Janeczek, Radosław Lach and Klaudia Skrzypek. 
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GRANTS  

In 2007, 54 grants funded by the Ministry of Scien-

ce and Higher Education (MNiSW) were realised 

at WBBiB, among these were �6 grants awar-

ded in 2007. In addition to that, �2 grants fun-

ded by other institutions were realised as well.

  Department  of  Medical  Biotechnolo-

gy  has  been  granted  by  the  Ministry  the 

amount  of  560  000  PLN  as  the  matching 

fund  to  the  7  Framework  European  proje-

ct  “European  Vascular  Genomics  Network”. 

The  grant  will  be  used  for  purchase  of  real-

time  RT-PCR  thermocycler  and  Laser  Dop-

pler for measurements of the blood flow. 

  The  negotiations  on  “Chloroplast  Sig-

nals” (COSI) grant draw to a close. The grant 

is  a  part  of  FP7-People  Programme-Marie 

Curie  Action-Initial  Training  Networks,  co-

ordinated  by  University  of  Vienna.  There 

are  �0  institutions  engaged  in  the  applica-

tion, including the team of prof. H. Gabryś. 

In  total,  the  grant  is worth  2’800’000  euros.

  The Ministry  of  Science and Higher Edu-

cation  awarded  the  Faculty  two  subsidies  to 

support  equipment  purchases.  400  000  PLN 

was  allotted  for  multiprocessor  cluster  for 

computational  modelling  at  Department  of 

Computational  Biophysics  and  Bioinforma-

tics  (prof.  Marta  Pasenkiewicz-Gierula)  and 

240 000 PLN  for histological  laboratory equi-

pment  at  Radiobiology  of  Cancer  and  Radio-

spectroscopy  Lab  (dr.  Krystyna  Urbanska).

CONFERENCES AND COURSES

The  35th  Winter  School  “Structure  vs.  fun-

ction  of  proteins  and  nucleic  acids”,  orga-

nised  by  Faculty  of  Biochemistry,  Biophysics 

and  Biotechnology  (WBBiB  JU),  took  place 

from  February  23rd  to  27th  .  It  was  dedica-

ted  to  the  memory  of  prof.  Zygmunt  Wa-

sylewski, his work, and scientific research. 

  Among  the  participants  were:  prof.  G. 

Bartosz (University of Łódź), prof. C. Cier-

niewski (Medical University of Łódź), prof, 

W. Gruszecki (Maria Curie-Skłodowska Uni-

versity),  dr  T.  Holak  (Max  Planck  Institute 

of Biochemistry), dr hab. A. Jarmołowski 

(Adam  Mickiewicz  University),  prof.  M.  Ja-

skólski (Adam Mickiewicz University), prof. 

W. Krzyżosiak (Institute of Bioorganic Chemi-

stry Of Polish Academy of Sciences), dr hab. 

K. Lewiński (Jagiellonian University), prof. 

K. Liberek (University of Gdańsk), prof. G. 

Węgrzyn (University of Gdańsk), and prof. 

M. Żylicz (International Institute of Molecu-

lar  and  Cell  Biology). Altogether,  more  than 

�70  persons  took  part  in  the  Winter  School. 

  The symposium program included �� lec-

ture sessions and 

2 poster sessions, 

during  which  26 

lectures  and  �6 

p re sen ta t i on s 

were  given,  and 

48  posters  were 

displayed.  The 

posters were assessed by prof. G. Bartosz, dr 

J. Drukała, dr hab. A. Jarmołowski, and prof. 

M. Jaskólski. After a boisterous debate, the 

judges decided to award the first prize to Jo-

anna Szymak (Department of Cell Biochemistry 

of  WBBiB  UJ),  for 

her  work  entitled 

“Obtaining anti-

ADAM17 antibody 

fragments (scFv) 

by phage display 

technique”.  Three 

other  works  were 

awarded a ‘honorable mention’: “Phenotypic 

heterogeneity and metastability of human 

lung A549 adenocarcinoma cell line” by Iga Be-

chyne, M.Sc. from Department of Cell Bioche-

mistry WBBiB UJ,  ”The keys to pluripotency 

– will iPS replace ES?” by Monika Maleszewska 

from Mygen Students’ Scientific Organisation, 

and “PCNA response to the local oxidative da-

mage in cell nucleus” by Katarzyna Kędziora 

from  Division  of  Cell  Biophysics  WBBiB  UJ. 

  On  the  occasion  of  Winter  School  Jubi-

lee, prof. Kazimierz Strzałka, the Dean of 

the  Faculty,  prepared  a  short  presentation 

on the history of Winter Schools. Afterwards, 

the participants  of  preceding  seminars went 

down  the  memory 

lane,  and  talked 

about  the  previous 

meetings  (original-

ly  held  in  Rabka, 

then  in Zakopane). 

  The organisers 

of  the  conferen-

ce  did  not  forget  about  Biotechnology  Stu-

dents’ Scientific Organisation ‘Mygen’: during 

one-hour-long  presentation,  Mygen  members 

presented  report  on  their  achievements. Af-

ter  the  presentation  students  announced 

the  results of  ‘The Most Outstanding Worker 

of  WBBiB’  competition.  The  winners  are:

for the most vivid lecture dr. S. Kędra-

cka-Krok 

for the fastest exam prof. A. Klein

for the most complicated way to obtain 

the credit ‘Biochemistry’ team

for  the  biggest  number  of  textbooks 

published prof. A. Kozik

for the most exciting exam prof. H. Ga-

bryś

for the biggest number of students re-

taking the exam prof. H. Gabryś

for the best English-Polish translation  

prof. J. Potempa

Miss of the Faculty dr. J. Kozieł

Mister of the Faculty dr. A. Górecki

 On the last day of the School, for the first 

time,  prof.  Zyg-

munt  Wasylewski’s 

Memorial  skiing 

competition  took 

place.  24  competi-

tors  were  divided 

into  two  groups: 

Professors & PhD’s, 

and Students. The winners were: from the first 

group - prof. M. Pasenkiewicz-Gierula (Depart-

ment of Computational Biophysics and Bioin-

formatics) and dr hab. J. Kruk (Departament 

of Plant Physiology and Biochemistry), among 

the  students  the  invincible  were  Dominika 

Trembecka  (Division  of  Cell  Biophysics),  and 

Michał Gwizdała (Department of Biophysics). 

  The  35th  Winter  School  was  organi-

sed  by  Department  of  Physical  Biochemi-

stry.  It  was  funded  by  WBBiB  and  spon-

sors:  Selvita  Ltd.,  ElKaBe  Ltd.,  Merck  Ltd.

(Magdalena Tworzydło)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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VISITING LECTURERS

prof. Libor Vitek, �st Faculty of Medicine, Charles 

University, Prague, Czech Republic: “The role of bi-

lirubin in oxidative stress-mediated diseases”, 4th of 

December 2007 (phot.)

prof. dr hab. Barbara Płytycz, Departament of 

Evolutional Immunobiology, Institute of  Zoology Ja-

giellonian University, Kraków, Polska: “Ryboflavin and 

immunity: from earthworms celomocytes to inflam-

matory reaction” , 5th of December 2007

Dr Steven W. Paugh, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA, USA: 

“Sphingosine-1-phosphate analogs as potential therapeutic agents”, ��th of 

January 2008

prof.  Wolfgang  Bilger,  Christian-Albrechts  Uniwersität  zu  Kiel,  Germany: 

“Interaction of UV-B radiation and low temperature: damage and acclima-

tion”, �3th of March 2008

dr Avigdor Scherz, Weizmann Institute of Sciences, Rehovot, Israel: “Vascu-

lar targeted PDT – a new paradigm for prostate and breast cancer”, �4th of 

March 2008

(Krystyna Urbańska)

•

•

•

•

•

VISITS/ INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS

SERIES OF LECTURES IN INDIA – 23rd of January – 15th of 

February 2008 

The  aim  of  my  journey  was 

a  series  of  lectures  at  Uni-

versity of Hyderabad, as well 

as  in  other  Indian  academic 

centers. Our Department  has 

been  working  together  for  a 

long time with M.V.N. Prasad’s 

laboratory  at  the  University, 

which is the most reputable school of Andra Pradesh state. 

The campus  is  located  in  the  suburbs of Hyderabad, a dy-

namic  and  incredibly  crowded  town  of  several  millions  of 

habitants.  The  journey  was 

a  great  opportunity  to  work 

with  prof.  Prasad  (phot.)  on 

some  publications,  and  to 

bring him plant samples, that 

will  be  used  for  determina-

tion of  heavy metal  content. 

Then  I  visited  Bangalore  and 

Bhubaneswar, University of Goa 

in  Dona  Paula,  and  recently  founded University  of  Balaso-

re (Orissa State), giving talks and taking part in scientific 

discussions. The last stop on my way was the University of 

New Delhi. All of my hosts were extremely hospitable and 

very interested in cooperation. Apart from scientific activity 

at University of Hyderabad,  the  journey resulted  in estab-

lishing new scientific contacts with prof. Sharma (University 

of Goa), preparation of cooperation project based on inter-

governmental  agreements  (with  prof.  Misra,  University  of 

Bangalore),  and  making  plans  on  mutual  experimental  re-

search with prof. Pardha Saradhi (University of New Delhi). 

(K. Strzałka)

From  9  to  �5  February,  together 

with  Mr.  Kazimierz  Murzyn,  the 

head  of  Life  Science  Cluster 

in  Krakow,  and  Mr.  Krzysztof 

Krzysztofiak, the head of Malo-

polska  Agency  for  Regional  De-

velopment,  I  visited  the  North 

Carolina  on  the  invitation  of 

North  Carolina  Eastern  Region. 

During  that  visit  we  have  discus-

sed  the  possibilities  of  coope-

ration in the field of biotechnological industry. I have 

also  presented  the  biotechnology  program  in  English. 

(Józef Dulak)

OPEN UNIVERSITY – PROMOTING SCIENCE

Jagiellonian University Open Day took place on March �4th 2008. On that occasion, 

Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology (WBBiB) put up a promo-

tional stall in Auditorium Maximum, prepared a multimedia presentation shown in 

Auditorium Maximum, and gave prospective students (in all, more than 70 of them) 

a tour of the Faculty building. Prospective students had a chance to watch a short 

presentation on the Campus, its equipment, and plans of further development of 

the site. Then, the students of the faculty have given their future colleagues a 

grand tour of the Faculty building: they had an opportunity to visit laboratories 

and see several presentations prepared especially on that occasion. These inclu-

ded: microbiology, in-vitro plants, pipetting course, and cell biology. In addition 

to that, the prospective students had a chance to see computers macromolecules 

visualisations. The success of that day wouldn’t be possible if it wasn’t for both 

Students’ Scientific Organisations, Students’ Government and the workers of the 

Faculty. Thanks to the work and cooperation the day was a great achievement.

(Kamila Szulc)

Biology, Physics and Everything in Between – a series of lectures given by a 

team from Department of Biophysics presenting various applications of biophy-

sics. The series is addressed to the �st year students of Biology, and Biotechno-

logy, as well as to high-school students.  During summer term, the lectures are 

being held every Friday, at 10AM, room D107. (Coordinator: dr hab. K. Urbańska).

Festival of Science (�4th-�7th May 2008) – the event will be held at Main Market. The 

tent of WBBiB will be open on Saturday �7th May, from ��AM to 5PM. The program for the 

day: short popular science movies and animation concerning molecular biology and 

biotechnology, experiments, an information campaign on GMO, the Faculty presen-

tation, and a presentation of Students’ Research Organisations. Organisation: prof. 

M. Kapiszewska, dr. A. Osyczka, M. Sokołowska, students’ research organisations.

hemolymph of horseshoe crab, 
used in tests for endotoxin 
detection

University Campus in Hyderabad

Tempel of Sun in Konark
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STUDENTS’ RESEARCH ORGANISATION 

‘MYGEN’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

The  members  of  ‘Mygen’  Research  Organisation  are  not 

only active on the field of science (having many suc-

cess  in  presenting  the  effects  of  their  work  at  vario-

us  conferences),  but  they  are  also  involved  in  scien-

ce-promoting  activities.  In  addition  to  that,  they  work 

steadily  in  order  to  better  integrate  the  students’  com-

munity. Our posters  and  reports were presented  at  nume-

rous conferences (both national, and international) such as

2nd Polish Students’ Science Symposium „Between bio-

technology and environmental protection - interdiscipli-

nary meeting of young naturalists” �3th -�4th of  October 

2007, Zielona Góra – Ewa Rojczyk, Agata Marek, Małgorza-

ta Sokołowska i Krzysztof Szade (main prize for the most 

interesting presentation)

First  German-Polish  Students  Life  Science  Meeting 

„Biotechnology in Europe”, 5th - 9th of   November 2007, 

Munich, Germany: Agata Marek, Małgorzata Sokołowska, 

Krzysztof  Szade,  Marcin  Krzykawski,  Milena  Dubiel, An-

drzej Mazan, Wojciech Gałan, Ewa Oleszycka, Marta Fa-

ryna, Michał Rysz i Łukasz Skalniak

8th    Polish  Academic  Seminar  of  Biotechnology  Stu-

dents, �7th – 19th of November 2007, Kraków: Marta Fa-

ryna,  Marta  Zaionc  (‘honorable  mention’  for  practical 

poster),  Monika  Maleszewska  (‘honorable  mention  for 

theoretical poster), Małgorzata Sokołowska, Barbara Moj-

sa, Jakub Kołodziejski, Andrzej Mazan, Milena Dubiel i 

Paweł Dominik (3rd  place:  spoken  presentation),  Marcin 

Krupka (�st place: spoken presentation)

35th Winter School of WBBiB UJ, 23rd – 27th of Februa-

ry 2008, Zakopane: Małgorzata Sokołowska, Monika Ma-

leszewska i Jacek Stępniewski, Katarzyna Kowalik, Rafał 

Gumienny, Marta Faryna, Agnieszka Skałecka, Agata Ma-

rek, Krzysztof Szade, Marcin Krzykawski, Barbara Mojsa i 

Barbara Sierpień, Jarosław Surkont, Grzegorz Sieński

(M. Sokołowska)

•

•

•

•

MSc STUDIES IN COOPE-

RATION WITH UNIVERSI-

TY OF ORLEANS

Between  �6th  and  �8th  of  December 

2007, a course “New approaches in can-

cer research and therapy” took place at 

the Faculty.  The course was organised 

by dr Claudine Kieda of CNRS  in Orle-

ans, and prof. Józef Dulak and dr hab. 

Amalia Guzdek of WBBiB. During the co-

urse the scientists  from Orleans delive-

red their lectures. The invited lecturers 

were: Claudine Kieda, Chantal Pichon, 

Patrick  Midoux,  Friedrich  Piller,  Jean-

Claude Beloeil and Christian Damblon. 

The  course  enjoyed  great  popularity, 

more  than 50  students participated  in 

the program. The course is one element 

of  wide  cooperation  between  our  Fa-

culty and the University in Orleans (see

h t t p : / / b i o t k a . m o l . u j . e d u . p l /

n e w _ w w w / h t m l / p l 2 f r. h t m l ) .

The  scientists  from  our  Faculty  de-

livered  their  lectures  as  well:  in  No-

vember  2007  prof.  Tadeusz  Sarna, 

and  dr  hab.  Jerzy  Dobrucki,  while 

in January 2008 – prof. Józef Dulak. 

Presently 4 students of the Faculty and 

one student from Orleans take part  in 

the  program.  They  prepare  their  ma-

ster  theses,  and  their  supervisors  are 

scientist from both WBBiB and Orleans. 

STUDIES IN ENGLISH 

During the winter term 2007/2008 our 

Faculty  hosted  ��  overseas  students, 

including  6  Erasmus  students,  2  MSc 

students  in  Biotechnology,  and  3  PhD 

students.  For  overseas  students  the 

Faculty  offers,  along  with  individual 

learning scheme, more then 20 courses 

in English. Needless to say, , the cour-

ses  held  in  English  are  open  to  Polish 

students  as  well.  For  more  informa-

tion  please  visit:  http://biotka.mol.

uj.edu.pl/biotechnology/index.html

THIRD POLISH-FRENCH 

INTENSIVE COURSE IN 

BIOTECHNOLOGY

The  course,  organised  in  cooperation 

with  University  Paris  7,  took  place 

between  February  ��th  and  February 

�5th  2008.  The  participants  of  the  co-

urse  were  �st  year  PhD  students  and 

postgraduate  students  of  WBBiB,  and 

�0  students  of  ‘Magistere  Europeen 

de  Genetique’  at  University  Paris  7. 

The  program  of  the  course  included: 

J. Cichy “Imaging of immune sy-

stem responses”

H. Gabryś “Plant biotechnology: 

transgenic plants”

I.  Horwacik  “Peptides isolated 

from phage displayed libraries and 

their application in design of anti-

cancer vaccines”

•

•

•

K. Pyrć “Coronaviruses: well-

known viruses or a new threat ?”

M. Majka “Few easy steps to un-

derstand stem cells”

A.  M.  Osyczka  “Bone tissue en-

gineering with adult human mesen-

chymal stem cells: BMPs, biomate-

rials and beyond”

J. Drukała “Application of auto-

logous keratinocytes in wound hea-

ling – the principal role of skin stem 

cells in this process”

A. Józkowicz “Angiogenesis: 

matter of life and death”

I. Caille “Adult neurogenesis”

Moreover,  during  the  course,  po-

ster  presentations  were  given.  The 

course ended with the final exam. 

The  classes  were  coordinated  by 

prof.  H.  Rokita  and  dr  I.  Caille.

(Hanna Rokita)

•

•

•

•

•

•

http://www.targi.krakow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html
http://www.targi.krakow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html
http://biotka.mol.uj.edu.pl/biotechnology/index.html
http://biotka.mol.uj.edu.pl/biotechnology/index.html
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PUBLICATION IN CIRCULATION

In the issue of Circulation (the most acclaimed cardiology and vascular biology 

magazine,  IF  ��)  from  �5th January 2008, an article by prof. Józef Dulak and 

dr Alicja Józkowicz from the Department of Medical Biotechnology was publis-

hed.  Invited by  the editorial  staff of  the magazine,  the authors  together with 

prof. Anupam Agarwal  and  dr  Jessy  Deshane  (University  of Alabama,  Birming-

ham, USA), sum up their research of several years. They prove the pivotal role 

of heme oxygenase-�  in angiogenesis,  the process of new blood vessels  forma-

tion. (Dulak J, Deshane J, Józkowicz A, Agarwal A, Heme oxygenase-1 and car-

bon monoxide in vascular pathobiology,  Circulation  .  ��7  (2):  23�-24�,  2008).

ERASMUS

The  Erasmus  scholarship  results  were 

announced on March 20th. The candida-

tes were students of the 3rd and 4th year 

and PhD students of WBBiB interested in 

overseas research visits and study conti-

nuation. 36 scholarships for five-months 

visit were given, as well as one scholar-

ship for ten-months study period. Among 

the awardees were 3� students of Bio-

technology and six Biophysics students.

Edited by: 

Martyna Elas

Sebastian Szytuła 

Józef Dulak 

Faculty of Biochemistry, Bio-

physics and Biotechnology,  

Jagiellonian Unversity  

Gronostajowa 7,  

30-387 Krakow

COOPERATION OF KRAKOW-BASED 

BIOTECHNOLOGICAL COMPANIES

Selvita  and  BioCentrum  -  both  product  and  solution  pro-

viders  to  the  pharmaceutical  and  biotechnology  industry 

have  entered  into  a  strategic  cooperation  agreement.  As 

part  of  the  agreement  BioCentrum  will  become  a  part  of 

Selvita  group  and  will  concentrate  the  potential  of  both 

companies  in  the  area  of ADMET  contract  research,  inclu-

ding microbiology and biochemistry assays and the develop-

ment  and  production  of  proteins.  Selvita  will  continue  to 

develop  its  innovative  compound  pipeline  as well  as  offer 

advanced services to the drug industry including drug disco-

very  and  design,  bioinformatics  and  chemical  informatics.

“The  cooperation with  Selvita will  help  us  to  develop  our 

service offerings, increase research and marketing budgets 

and  increase  and  improve  BioCentrum’s  laboratory  infra-

structure”, said prof. Adam Dubin, the founder and former 

CEO of BioCentrum. “In  four years since the company was 

founded our company has gained a good reputation  in  the 

international  biotechnology  community.  Based on our  coo-

peration  with  the  Faculty  of  Biochemistry,  Biophysics  and 

Biotechnology, Jagiellonian University we developed unique 

research capabilities and now it is time to reach out for new 

customers”  For more  information  see  www.biocentrum.pl)

EUROBIOTECH 2008 

– 17th-18th of October

This autumn CENTRAL EUROPEAN CON-

GRESS  OF  LIFE  SCIENCES  “EUROBIO-

TECH 2008” will take place in Kraków. 

The  Congress  is  going  to  be  devoted 

to  medical  biotechnology,  biophar-

macology,  biosimilars,  nutrigenomics, 

bio-products,  biomaterials  and  “green 

medicine”. The organizers  are prof K. 

Strzałka from Jagiellonian University, 

Agricultural University, the Polish Fede-

ration of Biotechnology, Jagiellonian In-

novation Centre and Cluster Life Scien-

ce in Kraków. For more information, 

please  visit:  http://www.targi.kra-

kow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html).

FROM THE EDITORS

Although  many  interesting  propositions  were  send  (  e.g. 

“Lakmus”,  “Ferment”,  “Blot”,  or  “Medium”),  the  edito-

rial  staff  decided  to  choose  “Triplet”  as  the  name  of  the 

bulletin. This proposition  is particularly adequate as  it  re-

fers  in  triple  [sic!]  manner  to  information-coding  in  DNA, 

triple  ‘B’  in  the  Faculty’s  name,  and  the  fact  that  the 

bulletin  is  going  to  be  published  once  in  three  months.

HISTORICAL REFERENCES 

Studies on melanin and pigmented cells have been the main focus of of biophy-

sical research at our Faculty since its beginning in �970. Recently, I have come 

across a melanin-oriented publication of Howard Mason from �948 (Mason HS. J 

Biol Chem �948: �72: 83), which is one of the most important works on melanin 

biosynthesis. Along with the works by Henry Raper, the Mason papers formulate 

the so-called Raper-Mason pathway:  the step-by-step description of melanoge-

nesis. In his work Mason quotes the papers by prof. Leon Marchlewski (one with 

prof. Bolesław Skarżyński as the senior author), concerning spectral properties 

of  indole derivatives. They were published  in the Bulletin of  the Polish Acade-

my  of Arts  and  Sciences,  in  �929,  �93�,  and  �937:  [Marchlewski  L,  Skarzynski 

B. Bull Internat Acad Polon Sc Série A, 24�, (�929); Grinbaum R, Marchlewski L. 

Bull Internat Acad Polon Sc Série A, �7�, (�937); Boryniec A, Marchlewski L. Bull 

Internat Acad  Polon  Sc  Série A,  392,  (�93�)].  There’s  no  need  to  explain  how 

important these Names are for the history of  our University and our Faculty. But 

one should emphasize the influence these Scientists exerted on melanin research, 

creating the groundwork for later development of the Department of Biophysics, 

and the  Institute of Molecular Biology,  leading to our current Faculty of BB&B.

(Przemysław Płonka) Contact: martyna.elas@uj.edu.pl

http://www.targi.krakow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html
http://www.targi.krakow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html
http://www.targi.krakow.pl/fairs,EUROBIOTECH_II.html
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WBBiB PUBLICATIONS

January – March 2008, ISI Web of Science, J. Fiedor

Suwalsky M, Rivera C, Sotomayor CP, Jemioła-Rzemińska M, Strzałka K, 

Monomethylarsonate (MMA(v)) exerts stronger effects than arsenate on 

the structure and thermotropic properties of phospholipids bilayers, BIO-

PHYS CHEM �32 (�): �-8 JAN 2008

Dulak J, Deshane J, Józkowicz A, Agarwal A, Heme oxygenase-1 and car-

bon  monoxide  in  vascular  pathobiology  CIRCULATION  ��7  (2):  23�-24� 

JAN �5 2008

Grzyb J, Gagos M, Gruszecki WI, Bojko M, Strzałka K, Interaction of ferre-

doxin : NADP(+) oxidoreductase with model membranes, BBA-BIOMEMB-

RANES �778 (�): �33-�42 JAN 2008

Hannes B, Vieillard J, Chakra EB, Mazurczyk R, Mansfield CD, Potempa J, 

Krawczyk S, Cabrera M, The etching of glass patterned by microcontact 

printing with application to microfluidics and electrophoresis, SENSOR 

ACTUAT B-CHEM �29 (�): 255-262 JAN 29 2008

Siddiqui K, Del Valle L, Morellet N, Cui J, Ghafouri M, Mukerjee R, Urbań-

ska K, Fan S, Pattillo CB, Deshmane SL, Kiani MF, Ansari R, Khalili K, Ro-

ques BP, Reiss K, Bouaziz S, Amini S, Srinivasan A, Sawaya BE, Molecular 

mimicry in inducing DNA damage between HIV-�Vpr and the anticancer 

agent, cisplatin, ONCOGENE 27 (�): 32-43 JAN 3 2008

Szymańska R, Kruk J, Tocopherol content and isomers’ composition in 

selected plant species, PLANT PHYSIOL BIOCH 46 (�): 29-33 JAN 2008

Florczyk UM, Józkowicz A, Dulak J, Biliverdin reductase: new features 

of an old enzyme and its potential therapeutic significance, PHARMACOL 

REP 60 (�): 38-48 JAN-FEB 2008

Mallorqui-Fernandez  N,  Manandhar  SP,  Mallorqui-Fernandez  G,  Uson  I, 

Wawrzonek K, Kantyka T, Sola M, Thogersen IB, Enghild JJ, Potempa J, 

Gomis-Ruth FX, A new autocatalytic activation mechanism for cysteine 

proteases  revealed by Prevotella  intermedia  interpain A,  J BIOL CHEM 

283 (5): 287�-2882 FEB � 2008

Skrzeczyńska-Moncznik J, Bzowska M, Loseke S, Grage-Griebenow E, 

Zembala M, Pryjma J, Peripheral blood CD�4(high) CD�6(+) monocytes 

are  main  producers  of  IL-�0,  SCAND  J  IMMUNOL  67  (2):  �52-�59  FEB 

2008

Rąpała-Kozik M, Karkowska J, Jacher A, Golda A, Barbasz A, Guevara-

Lora L, Kozik A, Kininogen adsorption to the cell surface of Candida spp., 

INT IMMUNOPHARMACOL 8 (2): 237-24� FEB 2008

Paugh BS, Paugh SW, Bryan L, Kapitonov D, Wilczynska KM, Gopalan SM, 

Rokita  H,  Milstien  S,  Spiegel  S,  Kordula  T,  EGF  regulates  plasminogen 

activator inhibitor-� (PAI-�) by a pathway involving c-Src, PKC delta, and 

sphingosine kinase � in glioblastoma cells, FASEB J 22 (2): 455-465 FEB 

2008

Barbasz A, Guevara-Lora I, Rąpała-Kozik M, Kozik A, Kininogen binding 

to the surfaces of macrophages, INT IMMUNOPHARMACOL 8 (2): 2��-2�6 

FEB 2008

Beranova J, Jemioła-Rzemińska M, Elhottova D, Strzałka K, Konopasek I, 

Metabolic control of the membrane fluidity in Bacillus subtilis during cold 

adaptation, BBA-BIOMEMBRANES �778 (2): 445-453 FEB 2008

�.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

�0.

��.

�2.

�3.

Wicherek L, Basta P, Gałązka K, Mak P, Dancewicz L, Kalinka J, RCAS1 de-

cidual immunoreactivity and RCAS� serum level during cesarean section 

with respect to the progression of labor, AM J REPROD IMMUNOL 59 (2): 

�52-�58 FEB 2008

Słomczyńska M, Duda M, Burek M, Knapczyk K, Czaplicki D, Koziorowski 

M, Distribution of androgen  receptor  in  the porcine uterus  throughout 

pregnancy, REPROD DOMEST ANIM 43 (�): 35-4� FEB 2008

Kruk J, Trebst A, Plastoquinol as a singlet oxygen scavenger in photosy-

stem II, BBA-BIOENERGETICS �777 (2): �54-�62 FEB 2008

Beaufort N, Wojciechowski P, Sommerhoff CP, Szmyd G, Dubin G, Eick S, 

Kellermann J, Schmitt M, Potempa J, Magdolen V, The human fibrinolytic 

system  is  a  target  for  the  staphylococcal  metalloprotease  aureolysin, 

BIOCHEM J 4�0: �57-�65 Part � FEB �5 2008

Róg T, Stimson LM, Pasenkiewicz-Gierula M, Vattulainen I, Karttunen M, 

Replacing the cholesterol hydroxyl group with the ketone group facilita-

tes sterol flip-flop and promotes membrane fluidity, J PHYS CHEM B 112 

(7): �946-�952 FEB 2� 2008

Nilsson M, Wasylik S, Morgelin M, Olin AI, Meijers JCM, Derksen RHWM, de 

Groot PG, Herwald H, The antibacterial activity of peptides derived from 

human  beta-2  glycoprotein  I  is  inhibited  by  protein H  and M�  protein 

from Streptococcus pyogenes, MOL MICROBIOL 67 (3): 482-492 FEB 2008

Krzywda A, Petelenz E, Michalczyk D, Płonka PM, Sclerotia of the acel-

lular (true) slime mould Fuligo septica as a model to study melanization 

and anabiosis, CELL MOL BIOL LETT �3 (�): �30-�43 MAR 2008

Wybieralska E, Koza M, Sroka J, Czyż J, Madeja Z, Ascorbic acid inhibits 

the migration of Walker 256 carcinosarcoma cells, CELL MOL BIOL LETT 

�3 (�): �03-��� MAR 2008

Czyż J, The stage-specific function of gap junctions during tumourigene-

sis, CELL MOL BIOL LETT �3 (�): 92-�02 MAR 2008

Sroka J, Wlosiak P, Wilk A, Antonik J, Czyż J, Madeja Z , The effect of 

tributyltin on human eosinophylic leukemia EoL-� cells, CELL MOL BIOL 

LETT �3 (�): 67-73 MAR 2008

Homa J, Bzowska M, Klimek M, Płytycz B, Flow cytometric quantifica-

tion  of  proliferating  coelomocytes  non-invasively  retrieved  from  the 

earthworm, Dendrobaena veneta, DEV COMP IMMUNOL 32 (�): 9-�4 2008

Krzysiek-Mączka G, Korohoda W, Surface anisotropy orients cell divisions 

in contact guided cells, FOLIA BIOL-KRAKOW 56 (�-2): �3-�9 2008

Calander AM, Dubin G, Potempa J, Tarkowski A, Staphylococcus aureus 

infection triggers production of neutralizing, V8 protease-specific anti-

bodies, FEMS IMMUNOL MED MIC 52 (2): 267-272 MAR 2008

Olczak T, Sroka A, Potempa J, Olczak M, Porphyromonas gingivalis HmuY 

and HmuR: further characterization of a novel mechanism of heme utili-

zation, ARCH MICROBIOL �89 (3): �97-2�0 MAR 2008

Płonka PM, Michalczyk D, Popik M, Handjiski B, Paus R, Electron para-

magnetic resonance (EPR) spectroscopy for investigating murine telogen 

skin after spontaneous or depilation-induced hair growth, J DERMATOL 

SCI 49 (3): 227-240 MAR 2008
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